Broads Local Access Forum

13 December 2005

Agenda Item No 6

Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk

Public Consultation by Norfolk County Council

Report by Head Ranger (Countryside)

	Summary:
The Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk was published and available for public view on 1 November 2005.   This is the start of a three-month public consultation which ends on 3 February 2006.



	Recommendation:
That the Forum considers the Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan and makes comments to Norfolk County Council as appropriate. 


1
Introduction

1.1
Norfolk County Council has produced the Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk 2006-2016 to fulfil its statutory obligation under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

1.2
A copy of the draft plan has been circulated separately.

1.3
The plan offers an assessment of the public rights of way network in Norfolk based on research and consultation with land managers, residents, visitors and local communities.  The assessment includes a survey of related strategies and organisations that contribute to outdoor activity.

1.4
Conclusions from the assessment have led to an outline ten-year statement of action, with two categories of task: “Current” and “As Opportunities Arise”. 

1.5
Inclusion of a task does not imply commitment to carry it out.  It is the intention of NCC to use steering group annual business plans which will direct and report implementation as they contribute to the goal, aims and objectives of the plan.   The plan will be reviewed based on the fourth annual business plan during year five of its ten-year timetable (2011-2012).

2
The Goal of the Plan

2.1
“NCC continuously reviews and improves efficient management of both Public Rights of Way and access, as well as cycletracks and permissive access in Norfolk, appropriately promoting select national and regional routes, and parish networks”.

3
The Aims of the Plan

· “Increased public benefit beyond that offered by management of countryside access for recreation alone”

· “Involvement of the public that is facilitated and inclusive”

· “A collaborative approach to responsibilities and resources”

· “Demand responsive whole route provision to different standard in different locations”

4
The Objectives of the Plan

· “Everyone that is allowed on them can use promoted routes”

· “People are well enough informed about routes and sites to be able to choose and use them appropriately”

· “Surfaces and Structures are put in and kept when they comply with the law and feel right for where they are”

· “Policies and records are complete and up to date”

5
The Consultation 

5.1
The NCC Rights of Way Improvement plan is now published for public consultation, and it is a duty for the Broads Local Access Forum to submit comments as part of this consultation process by 5.00pm on the 3 February 2006.
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